Tonbridge Civic Society


Press Release: immediate

Society strongly objects to Botany high-rise development.

The Society considers Oracle’s planning application for a 15-storey housing block, alongside Botany stream opposite the Angel Centre, to be over-development on a massive scale. If accepted, this would essentially alter the market town and historic character of a riverside Tonbridge. Its impact will be seen from almost every vantage point within the town and also in the surrounding countryside.

Retiring Chairman Peter York said  “I know of no other comparable development of this size and scale throughout the whole of Kent. We welcome residential development in the town centre – but nothing has prepared us for the grotesque scale of this plan, which so completely ignores the nature of our historic town”.

The whole of this Botany site is being built on. Public access from Waitrose to Botany stream is through a crevice between a 2-storey, 30 foot high, car park on the ground floor. The so-called ‘linear park’ is a footway, 5-metres wide, along the stream, which will border a mountainous 150 foot construction. This is a long way from the enhanced riverside town we have been promised, with pleasant waterway access, river banks and picnic places.

The society has welcomed the regeneration proposals for the Botany quarter and the town centre, but it expected a well-considered and integrated design for the area as a whole. This is ad hoc, piecemeal development: it bears no relationship to existing structures and cannot relate to future development of the area, about which we know nothing. The application is therefore premature and the society calls for a better integration of plans for Tonbridge town centre.

There is an urgent need for a wider and properly mounted public consultation for such a major development, so that residents are made fully aware of the gigantic size of this housing proposal.

The society would like to have an independent design assessment from the Commission of Architecture and the Built Environment, and the South East Design Panel.
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